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Once in a while a product 
comes along that redefines 
its genre…changing the way 
we think, and inadvertently 
becoming the alpha child that 
ushers in a new era. Such is the 
case in the world of guitar ampli-
fiers with the introduction of the 
New Dual Rectifier ROAD KING. 

This most-over-the-top Recto 
offers 4 discreet channels that 
each house an incredible 3 modes 
of hyper-tuned pre-amp expression. 
That's right…12 modes!  Yet as 
if all this shaping power didn't 
even count, his highness wagers the 
throne on a weapon of unrivaled 
stealth and ferocity. Progressive 

LinkageTM. At the heart of this con-
cept is a patented circuit sure to 
redefine channel switching in a 
no less important way than our 
introduction of the first High Gain 
Channel Switching Amplifier back in 
1971, the pivotal MARK I Boogie.

Progressive Linkage made its 
ground-breaking debut aboard our 
retro-minded BLUE ANGEL and is 
based on the ability to select differ-
ent power tube combinations for 
different sounds in the same amp. 
This feature enables you to have not 
only identifiable power signatures, 
but different wattage ratings as the 
separate tube harnesses are 
selected and/

or combined. Amazing on the sin-
gle channel platform of the BLUE 
ANGEL, this revolutionary feature 
comes of age, and for the first 
time is combined with the incredi-
ble power of this multi-channel amp 
in the ROAD KING. Quite logically 
though, the ability to select a power 
style globally wasn't quite enough 
to fulfill our large size Tone Jones. 

So in a daring coup for the 
kingdom, we opted to leapfrog an 
evolutionary step and make these 
power possibilities channel specific! 
The ROAD KING goes where no 
amp before it has dared to travel by 

enabling you to pre-assign 
any one of 

5 soulful power sections to each of 
the 4 channels. And in a final lunge, 
we pull saber from rock and earn the 
crown by dealing conventional chan-
nel switching one last mortal blow
…RECTIFIER TRACKINGTM. 

Choosing Recto-Tracking in any 
channel auto-enables the power 
harness you have selected to be 
matched with the perfect amount 
of juicy rectifier sag for the number 
of tubes in use. Here's how it works; 
both 2 x 6L6 and 2 x EL34 selections 
are matched to 1 x 5U4 Rectifier. 
Selecting 4 x 6L6 or 2 x 6L6 + 
2 x EL34 engages both 5U4s'. And 
finally, engaging all six power tubes 
to run 4 x 6L6 + 2 x EL34 triggers 



the tighter sounding, more efficient 
Silicon Diodes to produce a pun-
ishing 120 watts of headroom. It 
goes without saying that this type 
of flexibility, by its very nature will 
change the concept of channel 
switching forever.

Imagine footswitching from a 
pristine CLEAN sound using the 
bubbly bounce of a 50 watt pair of 
tube-rectified 6L6's - to a FAT clean 
voice that harnesses the headroom 
of a 100 watt diode-rectified quar-
tet of 6L6's. Apply this same 
Rectifier Logic when dialing up a 
purring blues sound in RAW that 
roasts a pair of sizzling EL34's - 
and then switch to the smoldering 
VINTAGE mode pushing a mixed 
quartet of these classic tube styles 
for 100 watts of spotlight time. 
And if you need only one high 
power CLEAN sound, but need 
three ways to crush the masses 
with haneous gain, select PUSHED 
and set both channels 3 and 4 
to the Recto's insane MODERN 
mode… select DIODES in all 4 chan-
nels and test your metal. However 

you choose to dedicate your chan-
nels, you will find the ability to 
match these on-board classic power 
amplifiers to your pre-amp sounds 
is - pure and simply Tonal Freedom.

And to buff the crown…Cabinet 
Switching. The KING grants two 
sets of Speaker Outputs enabling 
you to choose the cabinet style that 
best fits the sound you've created 
in each channel. Load Bank A 
with Open-Backs for 
the ultimate clean 
sounds and Bank 
B with Closed-Backs 
for fat overdive lead 
sounds or combine 
the two Banks for a 
huge blend.

      So if you're 
ready to take your 
playing to a place 
you've heard only 
in your dreams, 
check out the 
Kingdom of 
TONE awaiting 
you in the New 
Dual Rectifier 

ROAD KING. The worthy heir in a 
long line of MESA Dual Recto's, the 
KING has come to teach a new 
way of expression based on uncen-
sored Pre-power freedom. Make no 
mistake…this amazing collection of 
modern super-tuned preamps and 
classic hyper-vintage power sections 
morph to become the first in a new 
generation of switching amplifiers. 

The Program...
Each of the 4 
Channels utilize 
this same 
programmable 
Channel Strip and 
just like a mixing 
console, once you 
learn the layout 
and functions it's 
a piece of cake. 
Here you decide 

the status of the 2 FX Loops, your choice of A, B or 
both Speaker Cabs, what type of Rectifier you want 
to use and most importantly… which of the 5 power 
tube combinations you want to run for that pre-amp 
channel. Progressive Linkage offers these choices; 
2 x 6L6, 2 x EL34, 4 x 6L6, 2 x 6L6 + 2 x EL34 and 
4 x 6L6 + 2 x EL34.

Call A Cab!  
Ingenious on-
board speaker 
switch allows 
routing of your 
speaker output to 
your choice of A, 
B or Both enclo-
sures per Channel. 
Choose the right 
cab for your spe-

cific Channel needs! Use one of our 6 Open-Back 
enclosures for the two Clean Channels (1 & 2) and one 
of our 5 Closed-Back cabs for fat overdrive sounds in 
the two Lead Channels (3 & 4).

Take Your Pick… The ROAD KING offers 2 Effects 
Loops, one Series and one Parallel for your interfac-
ing pleasure. Parallel Loop 2 includes SEND LEVEL 
control and a Channel specific MIX control found in 
each Channel Strip. Global FOOTSWITCH MIX over-
rides the individual Channel MIX when LOOP 2 is 
called up via the Footcontroller. EFFECTS LOOP cir-
cuitry and related controls may be removed from the 
signal path via the LOOP BYPASS SWITCH.

To Re Or Not To Re..? 
Individual Channel REVERB 
controls let you choose the 
'verb mix you want for each 
footswitchable sound.

(Continued on Back Page)

2x12 Combo and Footcontroller. Also available as head.



.......No,  These are the ROAD KING Channel Strips! Each of the 4 
pre-amp channels display a myriad of assignable features on the 
Rear Panel. With more soulful sounds than most complete chan-
nel switching amps, the KINGS' chameleon-like power section 
is an encyclopedia of all-tube expression. A bit intimidating at 

first, but like a console, the options are just repeated for each 
channel. Once you've learned one - the concept makes perfect 
sense. You will never think of conventional channel switching 
amplifiers in the same way again. The KING teaches a new way 
to play the footswitching game.

Is That the 
Front Panel?

(Continued from Page 3)

No longer will conventional 
channel switching amps be the 
choice of discerning pros'… 
together we enter the era 
of amp consortiums with the 
ROAD KING - an Advanced 
Amplifier Array. But be for-
warned, once you've taken the 
KING for a spin… everything 
else is just a blues cruise.                       

What's Up Dude… PROGRESSIVE LINKAGE and 
RECTIFIER TRACKING LED indication keeps you 
informed of your pre-assigned, channel specific 
power tube combinations and Rectifier choices at all 
times.

A La Mode…  Each Channel offers 3 Mode 
choices. The two pairs of Channels (Rhythm 1 
& 2 and Lead 3 & 4) are duplicated so you 
can use similar pre-amp sounds with different 
Power Tube, Rectifier and Wattage configu-
rations. Channels 1 & 2 offer CLEAN, FAT 
& PUSHED. Channels 3 & 4 provide RAW, 
VINTAGE & MODERN.King Kontroller!  24 inches of toe-tapping tone 

keep you in constant control of the Channels, 
Loops, Trigger Ports, Reverb and Solo feature for 
the ultimate on-the-fly fun. This is one KING size, 
gig-ready pedal!

Trigger Happy… Two 
Trigger Ports (Latching & 
Pulse) on the Rear Panel 
allow remote control of FX, 
Drum Machines, Samplers 
etc. from the KINGs' foot-
controller.

Brown Out! 
Not the power 
company, you 
decide when 
you want 
lower voltage. 
Built-in Variac 
lets you fur-

ther tune the power section to your sounds. 
Kick down to looser feeling SPONGY for a 
lower A.C. voltage, or crank it up to BOLD for 
maximum headroom and low end tightness.    

Channels 1 and 2 Channels 3 and 4
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